
PUBLIC DEBATE ON EARLY SCOTTISH LITERATURE AT INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCE IN GLASGOW UNIVERSITY, 25 JULY 2017, 6-7pm  

On Tuesday 25 July 2017, 6-7pm, there will be a plenary debate at Glasgow 
University on ‘Literary Culture in Medieval and Renaissance Scotland: 
Perspectives and Patterns’, featuring Prof. Sally Mapstone (formerly of St Hilda’s 
College in Oxford, currently Principal of St Andrews University) and Prof. Roger 
Mason (Professor of Scottish History at St Andrews). This debate is part of the 15th 
International Conference on Medieval and Renaissance Scottish Literature and 
Language, to be held at Glasgow University (25-28 July 2017), but the plenary 
debate is open to the public, free of charge (venue details below). Moreover, it 
takes place after another free and public event just next door (5.15 – 6pm) in the 
University Chapel, namely a reconstruction of First Vespers for St Kentigern (or 
Mungo), patron saint of Glasgow, sung by The Cantors of the Holy Rude (see 
http://www.gla.ac.uk/colleges/arts/collegeofartsnewsletter/june2017/headline_5
27630_en.html#icmrsll for more info on the conference itself and the various 
events associated with it). 
 

Professors Mapstone and Mason will introduce a wide-ranging discussion of their 
contrasting approaches to Scottish literary culture and the changes that have 
taken place in the field in recent decades. They will address issues of methodology 
and canonicity, texts and their contexts, the transmission and reception of literary 
works, and patterns of cultural change in Scotland from the fourteenth to the 
seventeenth centuries. The debate takes place from 6-7pm on 25 July in the 
Humanity Lecture Theatre, a.k.a. room 255, of Glasgow University. This lecture 
theatre is in the University’s West Quadrangle of the Main Building, only a few 
yards south from the University Chapel. It can be seen on the bottom left of the 
map at http://www.gla.ac.uk/media/media_351748_en.pdf. 
 

All are warmly welcome. The debate is chaired by Prof. Alasdair MacDonald 
(Professor emeritus of English Language and Literature of the Middle Ages at the 
University of Groningen in the Netherlands). Questions and comments from the 
audience will be welcome. 
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